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Loma Linda University Health partners with the Lions Club to provide free vision screening to community

schools and daycare facilities

Program is funded by a grant from the Cheng Family Foundation



LOMA LINDA, CA — May 31, 2016 — Loma Linda University Health department of ophthalmology
and the Lions Club have partnered together to provide free vision screening to children at schools
and daycare facilities in Riverside and San Bernardino Counties. The George P. Cheng MD,
Children’s Vision Screening Program (VSP), funded by a grant from the Cheng Family Foundation,
is coordinated through the department of ophthalmology and is supported by Lions Kidsight USA.

The vision screening program began in Sept. 2015 after the Cheng Family Foundation donated
$120,000 to the department of ophthalmology. Since its inception, the program has visited 80
schools and daycares and screened over 5,000 kids ages 6 months to age 6. Volunteers began

visiting schools and daycare facilities in the community for the program in Sept. 2015.

“From birth until age seven, the brain is developing
its ability to see,” said Ronela Tavoc, program
manager of the VSP. “The vision screening program
allows for early detection of eye issues so that those
children who need it can get the help they need to
foster visual development. Treatment delay may
result in a lowered chance of success, which is why

these screenings are important.”

Volunteers use a photorefractive screener to test the children’s eyes called a Spot Vision Screener.

In roughly five to 10 seconds, the device will screen for multiple eye issues, such as:

e Refractive errors such as near-sightedness (myopia) and far-sightedness (hyperopia).

e Astigmatism or the inability to focus both near and far, which has been the biggest reason for
referral so far.

e Anisocoria (difference in pupil size).

e Anisometropia (difference in refractive power).

e Misalignment of the eyes.



Tavoc added that depending on the severity of the specific case, most issues may be corrected with

glasses, patching or surgery.

“In some cases, the screening program can be a lifesaver,” said Robert Manning, district governor
elect of the Lions Club, who recalls a child who was screened ended up having a tumor that was

causing a vision impairment.

Due to the efficiency of the photorefractive screeners, as many as 400 kids can be screened on any
given day. Recently, volunteers visited KinderCare in Yucaipa, testing approximately 85 kids, ages 2

to 6, in just a few hours.

“Looking ahead, it is likely that over 13,000 kids will be screened this year,” said Manning.

If any issues are detected during the screening, the child will receive a referral to see a physician.
The program follows up within two to three weeks with the parents of those children who did not
pass their screening. Manning affirmed that of those kids who are screened, 12-15% receive

referrals.

“We assist them in any way we can,” stated Tavoc. “Whether it's just to answer questions about
screening or the results, or to find an eye doctor that accepts their insurance in their area or by

assisting financially.”

Without the VSP, schools would have to contract services out or rely on school nurses to give acuity
tests. The VSP does not replace an eye exam with a physician, but can detect an eye issue that may

need medical attention.



“This is a program | foresee growing and growing—one that all schools will eventually implement,”

Manning added.

For more information on the vision screening, click here.

PHOTO CAPTION: Lions Club volunteer, Ron Charleston, uses the photorefractive screener to

check the eyes of a 2-year-old child at a recent visit to Yucaipa KinderCare.

About Loma Linda University Health

Loma Linda University Health includes Loma Linda University's eight professional schools, Loma Linda
University Medical Center's six hospitals and more than 900 faculty physicians located in the

Inland Empire of Southern California. Established in 1905, Loma Linda University Health is a global
leader in education, research and clinical care. It offers over 100 academic programs and provides quality
health care to 40,000 inpatients and 1.5 million outpatients each year. A Seventh-day Adventist
organization, Loma Linda University Health is a faith-based health system with a mission "to continue the

teaching and healing ministry of Jesus Christ."
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